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As I write this, in late March, the 2017/2018 ski 
season has finally hit its stride. For the first couple 
months of the season, we were tested with a lack 
of snow and bone-chilling temperatures. However, 
we have recently been blessed with some nice 
dumps of snow and several consecutive weeks of 
the minus-single-digit temperatures, making for 
ideal spring skiing. It’s nice to see our volunteers’ 
efforts being rewarded like this.

As the season comes to an end, I would once 
again like to thank all our volunteers for your 
efforts. Our Club would simply not be able to 
function without you.

Until next year, I wish you all a warm, relaxing 
summer full of your favourite (snow-free) activities.

Once again, we would like to express our immense gratitude to the dedicated 
groomers who spent countless hours this year preparing and maintaining our trails. 
Mother Nature was less-than-cooperative for much of the season, but our groomers 
once again found a way to give us top-notch trails. In particular, we would like to 
thank the following individuals, who will be receiving a $100 honorarium as a token 
of our gratitude:

• Rob Klenz (Equipment manager)

• Richard Koch (Wildwood)

• Ken English (Wildwood)

• Brian Anderson (Kinsmen)

• Cliff Speer (Kinsmen)

• Randy Chapman (Eb’s)

• Lorne Duczek (Eb’s)

• Kate Germin (Eb’s)

To the above individuals and all of our dedicated volunteers: THANK YOU!! 

THANKS FOR ALL THE HARD WORK! BY LANE ZABOLOTNEY

It was another interesting and fulfilling year to work on and ski Eb’s Trails. We began 
work in late summer and had the trails cleared and mowed by late September, when a 
big wind came through and added much deadfall. Many person-hours of labour ensued 
and we were prepared for grooming by early November.

We had the groomer out eleven times, giving us consistently good tracks to ski from 
November 17 until the second week of April. The highlights were Eb’s Day in February, 
the visit by the Regina bus in January, the Sunday car pool tours and the full parking lots 
on Sundays throughout the season. We look forward to more of the same for 2018-
2019.

EB’S TRAILS NEWS  by Randy Chapman
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YOUTH PROGRAM  By Jan Sedgewick

Youth programs had a 
great year

In the 2017/18 ski season: 
v We filled 171 spaces on the 2 
days we offered classes. 

v We had 22 certified, dedicated 
coaches. 

v We had Super Groomers, Brian 
Anderson and Cliff Speer. 

v We had great snacks and great 
snack organizers. 

v We had lots of challenges with 
the weather (which program didn’t?)

v We had dedicated, enthusiastic 
helpful parents, who brought their 

dedicated, enthusiastic, hardworking 
wonderful kids to lessons. They also 
skied with them for hours outside of 
class.  

v We had sprint time trials where 
we were amazed at how fast and 
competitive our amazing skiers were.

v We had skiers who were also great 
artists who drew thank you pictures 
for our Super Groomers.
We had lots and lots and lots of fun.

v We hope you will consider 
helping out with the program next 
season as a coach, snack coordinator, 
event helper, article writer, groomer, 
registration kit and program material 
“orderer”, clubhouse set up/
takedown, “whatever” person. 

v We have an awesome new 
coordinating team for the 2018/19 
season, the wife/husband team of 
Kirsten Ketilson (kirstenketilson@
sasktel.net) and Eric Lamb (eric.
lamb@sasktel.net). Please welcome 
them and contact them to offer your 
support. 

v It has been a great joy for me to 
have been coordinator for the past 3 
years. I will still coach a class; it’s just 
too much fun. My work with the Ski At 
School program will fill my time with 
“skivangelizing” but hopefully leave a 
bit of time for the sheer joy of skiing.

 Happy trails to you until we ski again.
 

Jan Sedgewick 
 Outgoing Youth Programs 

Coordinator  

SKI AT SCHOOL SASKATOON – A true partnership by Jan Sedgewick

The Ski At School program has 
just completed its third season as a 
program of the Saskatoon Nordic Ski 
Club. It offers a half day “learn to ski” 
session to classes in grades 4, 5, and 
6. We offer up-to-date, well fitted and 
maintained equipment; instruction 
by certified, experienced men and 
women; and expertly groomed trails 
that are appropriate to the novice 
skiers. All this is presently being done 
at the Wildwood Gold Course ski 
trails, using the clubhouse for inside 
instruction and equipment storage. 
It’s also kind of nice to have some 
warmth and a bathroom. 

It all began when we applied for 
and received rwo major grants.  

Cross Country Canada, our national 
sport governing body, partnered with 
AltaGas to offer six $7,500 grants to 
clubs whose project idea for a Ski 
At School program was the best fit. 

Out of 56 applications our idea was 
chosen.

 We also applied for a Mountain 
Equipment Coop- Access and Explore 
grant, in case we didn’t get chosen for 
the CCC/AltaGas one. We were chosen 
there as well and received $7,500 
worth of ski equipment and support 
product like ski, pole and boot bags 
and a lifetime supply of base wax.

Eb’s Source for Adventure helped 
us determine what we needed to 
equip classes and sharpened their 
pencils and gave us very competitive 
prices. Starting in the 2nd year, they 
offered to do all the waxing and 
maintenance of equipment as a gift to 
the program. If we are lacking some 
sizes for a very large class, we’d call 
them up and they’d lend us what we 
need. They are super supportive of 
the program and our instructors.

Cross Country Saskatchewan, 
our provincial sport governing body, 
has a budget for Field Staff Workers, 
which allowed us to compensate one 
instructor for each session. This is 
huge!!!

Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club pays 
for all the grooming equipment, 
maintenance and fuel, and  supplies 
all the manpower to keep us on 
great trails. There is a lot of extra 
work required to keep what we 
call “the squiggles and the pimple” 
area in shape for us. A huge debt 
of thanks goes to Richard Koch 
and Ken English for their countless 
hours of volunteer trail grooming.  
We plan to be able to compensate 
groomers for their work in the 
future. The Club also accounts for the 
finances and covers expenses such as 
Clubhouse rental and compensation 
for the 2nd instructor. 
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SKI AT SCHOOL SASKATOON by Jan Sedgewick

the Saskatoon Home Based Educators 
(SHBE). 

Each class is responsible for its 
own transportation to the site and 
pays a flat fee of $30 per class. It is 
hoped that in the future the Sport 
Participation Grant will allow us to 
remove that fee, as class budgets can 
be very tight.

The everyday partners in this 
program are the dedicated and 
enthusiastic instructors.  They are 
zealous “skivangelists”, retired school 
teachers, Youth program coaches with 
some spare time and zeal, interested 
people who love kids and skiing. The 
majority of the kids we see have 
never cross country skied before. The 
thrill of seeing them move from fear 
and insecurity to zooming around the 
track squealing and saying “I did it “, 
asking how they can do this again and 
telling you they loved it, are some of 
the many rewards we instructors get. 

My favorite two questions come 

at the beginning and ending of each 
session. “How many of you have tried 
cross country skiing before?” I ask. It 
is usually answered with two or three 
hands going up. Many of the kids 
sitting there are new to Canada and 
most are new to any form of gliding. 
Some barely speak English and are 
experiencing their first winter and 
snow. At the end of the class I ask the 
same question as at the beginning 
about cross country skiing. This time 
every child’s hand goes up.  This is 
why we do it. Opportunity to learn 
and achieve, to try something new, to 
face a challenge and see themselves 
as capable and all the while having 
fun and being active and outside in 
winter. 

This is a really great program. 
We hear it all the time from our 

participants and teachers. We will 
be forever thankful to all who have 
partnered with us to make this 
program a reality.

For the 2017/18 season The City 
of Saskatoon awarded us a Sport 
Participation Grant, which will help 
to offset some of our expenses to a 
maximum of $6,000. 

 Andrew Roberts also offered 
us a large reduction in rent on 
the clubhouse, as this program is 
specifically for youth.

We have been able to offer 
children with physical, visual and 
cognitive challenges the chance to 
join their classmates on the snow 
through the support of SaskSki for 
Disabled workers and guides from 
our SNSC Blind skiers group. A huge 
THANK YOU goes to Jeff Whiting 
and Pat Prokopchuk for being ready, 
willing and able to accommodate 
their special needs.

The Saskatoon Public School 
Division and the Greater Saskatoon 
Catholic School Division have done all 
our promotion to their schools, plus 
we have had participant groups from 

The Youth HiPer program had 
another successful season.  We had 
a total of 20 kids training 2-3 times a 
week from September to March.  We 
got off to a great start on rollerskis in 
September and quickly transitioned to 
snow skiing with our early November 
snow. 

Most of the participants competed 
in the provincial Sask Cup Race Series 
with great success.  Our team was 
consistently on the podium at the 
races held in Saskatoon and La Ronge.  
Unfortunately, a few events had to 
be cancelled this season due to the 
cold.  One of the biggest events of 
the year for the kids was the 2018 
Saskatchewan Winter Games in North 

THE YOUTH HIPER PROGRAM by Alison & Geoff Meinert

Battleford in February.  Our Saskatoon 
team was made up of 12 athletes (6 
girls and 6 boys) and came home with 
16 medals!!! 

The event was really well run out 
at Blue Mountain Adventure Park.  
Congrats to Doug Sylvester and his 
SWG crew of volunteers for putting 
together a great event.  Thank you to 
the Saskatoon officials who stepped 
up and helped deliver successful 
races.  Special thanks to Dan Brisbin, 
Al Theede, Robin Butler and Kathy 
Butler.  It was great to be racing out 
there again!

The following athletes represented 
Saskatoon at the 2018 Saskatchewan 
Winter Games:

Annie Beveridge Warick
Julia Bourassa
Josie Crump
Julia Smith
Heidi Wall

Brayden Amos
Logan Amos

Alistair English
Fergus English

Graham Farthing
Dawson Schigol

We are already making plans for 
next year.  For more details about 
the program please visit the ski club 
website.  The Youth HiPer program 
is an introduction to racing program 
with a focus on developing ski skills, 
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physical literacy (agility, balance, 
coordination), speed and approaches 
to racing.  It introduces 8 to 14 year 
olds to the fun of competition, 
different types of races and exposure 

to training.  Participants in the 
program need to have intermediate 
classic and skate skiing abilities equal 
to completion of at least one year of 
Jackrabbits Level 3 program.

If you are interested in finding 
out more about the program please 
contact us.

alison.meinert@usask.ca

In 2017-2018, there were 722 members in the Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club. This is more that in 2016-2017 (674 
members), but less than in 2015-2016 (745 members). Here is how members were distributed among different types of 
membership:

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP # OF PEOPLE
Single adult membership 173
Single youth membership 31
Family membership 518

TOTAL 722
The membership database closed on April 1, 2018. The database for next year will open in September of 2018. We will 
put a notice on the club website when the new system is open for registration. A reminder to people hoping to register 
their children in youth instruction next year: classes fill up quickly, so get your registration in as soon as possible in 
September.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT by Jeff Thorpe

BLIND AND VISION IMPAIRED SKIERS  by Conrad Lange, Public Relations

January 2018 was a cold month 
with little snow. It was disappointing 
for the Saskatoon Blind and Low 
Vision Skiers that we couldn’t ski at 
the Wildwood Golf Course.  But we 
did meet Saturday mornings for coffee 
at the Clubhouse.   

 Saturday January 
20, our ski club held its 
family Pizza Day at the 
Wildwood Clubhouse.  
It was arranged for the 
pizza to be delivered 
at 11:30 a.m. with 
donuts, fruit, fruit juice 
and coffee.  Skiers, 
guides, spouses and 
children enjoyed the 
food and social.    

 Tuesday January 
23, 2018 Ashley 
Nemeth interviewed 
our president Joanne 
for a broadcast on 
AMI (Accessible Media Inc). Ashley 
included information about our club 
from Joanne in her report regarding 

parasports.

 January 27 it had finally snowed; 
skiers and guides enjoyed their first 
ski of 2018 at the Wildwood Golf 
Course. 

 February 5th 
through 11th, 
2018 two legally 
blind skiers from 
Saskatoon went 
to the Ski for 
Light competition 
at Vernon B.C. 
Harmon Van 
Bergen was guided 
by wife Monique, 
and Ron Walsh 
was guided by 
Jan Fletcher 
from Vancouver. 
Harmon and 
Monique enjoyed 
daily skiing. Ron 
participated in the 

5K and the 10K races. 
 
On March 10 Jeff Whiting of the 

Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club taught 
a lesson on skiing downhill to the 
visually impaired skiers and their 
guides at the Wildwood Golf Course.    

 Once the snow has melted, our ski 
club’s plans are to walk in the Gabriel 
Dumont Park, followed by going to a 
restaurant for coffee. 

 As usual we have enjoyed another 
year of activities. Once again we thank 
the Saskatoon Co-op for their support 
through the gift card program. 
Saturday April 14th we will have our 
year-end social, supper, and AGM at 
the CNIB. 

 We welcome all blind and low vision 
people and others who are interested 
in our ski club.  We will continue 
Saturday walks until the May Victoria 
weekend.  For further information, 
you can e-mail Joanne joanne.
ferguson@sasktel.net.  Ski for Light participant Ron Walsh 

with guide Keith Pahl
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EB’S DAY 16TH YEAR – FEBRUARY 18, 2018   
 
Another great Eb’s Day has come and gone.  Sixteen years ago, Eb’s Day was created as a 
tribute to recognize Eb Fass who had the foresight to establish ski trails (1976) in this area 
of the Nisbet Forest.  Every year, new skiers experience this winter wonderland.  Today, 
Eb’s Trails has 52 km superbly groomed trails for everyone’s skiing ability.  

This year, the weather was quite cold at the beginning of the week which caused some 
concern.  Should Eb’s Day be re-scheduled or not?   Why would we doubt Mother 
Nature?  She has always bestowed good weather on this day for skiing.  YES, she did it 
again.  YES, the weather warmed up (a bit), minus 17 isn’t bad.  The forest does provide 
some protection.  Does it depend on how fast you’re skiing to keep warm???    
Not really.   I’m the proof of that.     
 

The snow conditions were excellent and to the groomers delight, there was a lot of snow 
for them to do their magic. 

The south hut was a hive of activity.  Something about 
roasting Wieners by the fire is addictive. One delicious Wiener 
usually isn’t enough, even if it is burnt.  Hot chocolate, hot 
apple cider, hot dogs, cookies (surprises) are all courtesy of the 
Club.  My favourite sight is the children sitting around a fire, 
surrounded by snow, concentrating on not burning their hot dog.  The 

marshmallows are a different story as we well know.   

Registration was 128 this year.  Our youngest was a cute 9-month old, a future Eb’s skier.   
He didn’t ski. 

Many of us boast about this fantastic area and over the years, we have received many 
accolades. The Globe and Mail, Saturday, November 14, 2009 - Article ‘Five 
Ways to Experience the Saskatchewan Outdoors in the Winter’. Guess what?  

Eb’s Trails rated 4th.   

And… Eb’s was featured in the ‘Saskatchewan Book of Musts – 101 Places 
Every Saskatchewan Must See” by D. Grant Black.    

 

A special thank you to our dedicated and valuable groomers, volunteers, and 
technical support for helping to make this day so special.  It would not 
happen without you.  Kudos to you for keeping Eb’s dream alive.   

AND MOST OF ALL… To everyone that enjoyed this day, thanks for coming.  For those 
who haven’t had the opportunity to experience these great trails, hope to see you next 
year. 

Heather B., Coordinator 

Thanks to Cousin Wendy for illustrations
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SUNDAY HIKING TOURS SPRING 2018 – Update    By Sheryl Riis, Touring Co-ordinator

     Cross-country skiing at Eb’s Trails, 
Sunday, April 1st and April 8th, 2018! 
I still cannot believe that we were 
able to ski, on beautifully groomed 
trails… in April. The season may even 
continue, into mid-April. Both April 
days were also blessed with sun-
shine and gorgeous blue skies. I had 
to keep stopping to look up at the 
evergreen trees, against the deep 
blue sky!

     Now, it’s time to start thinking 
about spring hikes! Please bring wa-
ter, a lunch hat, layers, sunscreen, a 
sit-upon… and wear sturdy footwear. 
The terrain and weather can vary, 
throughout the day. The hikes are 
usually about 12 km.

     When carpooling, we pay the 
driver $10.00 per person. Payment is 
needed for suppers, if attending. Hik-
ers should also be Saskatoon Nordic 
Ski Club members. Newcomers may 
attend one “free” hike, to check out 
the club, before signing up.

See you on the trails,

306-382-9462

*MEETING PLACES VARY!

Sunday, May 6th – Borden Hike with possible dinner at the Red Bull Cafe, in 
Radisson (We need 20 -25 people to sign up for a $22.00 turkey supper. Please 
contact Bob Katarynych before April 29th.)

Leader:  Bob Katarynych – 306-373-1438

Meet: 9:45 a.m. across from the Lawson Civic Centre, in the Lawson Heights 
Mall parking lot, by the park

-– Hiking about 12 km in mixed grassland and wooded areas, near the North 
Saskatchewan River

Sunday, May 13th – Eb’s Trails

Leader:  Hike Leader needed!

Meet:  9:45 a.m. across from the Lawson Civic Centre, in the Lawson Heights 
Mall parking lot, by the park

– A lovely walk along about 12 km of our gorgeous Eb’s Trails, surrounded by 
forest 

Sunday May 20th – No hike currently planned on May Long Weekend (anyone 
is welcome to organize a hike, though)

Sunday, May 27th – Eagle Hills Hike

Leader:  Jeff Thorpe – 306-250-9266

Meet:  9:45 a.m. in the West Walmart parking lot, by the Bulk Barn, off 22nd 
Street West and Betts Avenue

– Hiking in rolling hills and protected wildlife habitat, about an hour west of 
Saskatoon

Sheryl resting on quaint bench 
designed and made by Kate Germin 

and friends
Below: don’t follow the leader…
photo scourtesy of Cliff Speer

As it happened…at Eb’s
photos courtesy of Cliff Speer
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FACILITIES COMMITTEE  by Ivan English

Things are coming together for 
Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club’s new 
home! This winter the SNSC has 
worked with the Friends of the Bowl 
to figure out various components of 
the plan to give our club a permanent 
home within the new Gordie Howe 
Sports Complex. This will become 
a home and first-class facility for 
our club as well as numerous other 
sports, including Speed Skating in 
the winter, and Track and Field and 
Baseball/Softball in the summer.

The plans for the new shared 
building/facility have mostly been 
finalized and the area adjacent to 

Report April 2018
the speed skating oval (Glenn Reeve 
ball fields) has been planned out to 
have hills, lighting, training grid/start 
area, timing hut, and snow making 
to support the Jackrabbit and Ski at 
School programs, adult instruction, 
and racing/training. The club will also 
have storage for equipment and ski 
trail grooming equipment on site.

In the fall the SNSC hired Mike 
Norton, a trail consultant, to look 
at and propose trail upgrades on 
the Holiday Park golf course. The 
report has been forwarded on to 
the City of Saskatoon and we will 
be discussing plans with the city as 

well as re-engaging Mr. Norton this 
spring. Highlights of the proposed 
trail upgrades include improving the 
use of existing hills, adding a variety 
of trail options, and potential lighting 
of 3-5 km of trails on the golf course. 

This is an exciting opportunity 
to give our club a permanent 
home.  Please consider donating to 
this exciting legacy project.  Contact 
Ivan English at english_ivan@
hotmail.com with the SNSC 
executive for further information 
if you are interested in donating, 
fundraising, or assisting with the 
development of our new home.

FUNDRAISING 
Excited about enhancing facilities in Saskatoon for a multitude of winter and summer sports, 46 
volunteers - involved with Nordic and cross-country skiing, track and field, baseball, softball, football, 
speed skating and the Saskatoon Sports Hall of Fame - are actively working together to raise funds for 
developments at the Gordie Howe Sports Complex that will benefit our entire community. 
 
An incredible $21M has already been raised towards the ambitious $42M Master Plan. With aims of 
achieving the goals laid out in the Master Plan by 2020?, our community needs us to push harder and 
reach father. Volunteers are currently focussed on quietly securing lead and major gifts to the capital 
campaign. A public campaign launch (hopefully this fall!) will invite donations from the general public. 
 
It is our hope that all members of the Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club make a personal contribution to the 
capital campaign that is thoughtful and proportionate to their financial ability. For information on the 
Master Plan and giving opportunities visit GordieHoweSportsComplex.ca or call Christine at the 
campaign office 3072-(306) 850 .  
 
 
SUPPORT THE TEAM 
You, your friends, family, colleagues, volunteers, teams and coaches can help generate excitement 
around the Gordie Howe Sports Complex and build support within our community. If you have not 
already done so, please like, follow & share content posted on social media to promote the Gordie Howe 
Sports Complex: 

gordiehowesportscomplex 

@gordiehowesport 

Gordie Howe Sports Complex 
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Eb’s Photo Album by Kate Germin
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Eb’s Photo Album by Kate Germin 


