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I hope everyone enjoyed their 
summer and managed to get out to 
enjoy the great weather.  

Although there is no snow in the 
forecast yet, we are gearing up for 
the next ski season.  Registration for 
membership and youth ski lessons 
is now open on Zone 4 and adult ski 
lessons will be added soon.  Fall hikes 
started this past weekend, with the 
added bonus of a fall supper in most 
cases. Racers are getting fit for the 
season on dry land. We have fixed 
up the huts at Eb’s Trails and the 
trails have been mowed and cleared. 
The grooming equipment has been 
checked out and is ready to go when 
the first snows come. 

The Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club 
is the largest and most active in the 
province and attracts a lot of financial 
support. The Club is however run 
entirely by volunteers and a few 
members have been bearing the 
brunt of the work for many years 
now.  Without volunteers, the Club 
would cease to operate. I would 
therefore encourage all members, 
new or old, to consider what they can 
do to help out, tick off a few of the 
volunteer boxes when they sign up for 
membership and respond when they 
can to special calls for volunteers. 

We will hold our Annual General 
Meeting on Monday, October 21st 

at 7:00 p.m. at Gordie Howe Sports 
Complex, Main Hall.  This is your 

opportunity to hear about progress 
last year and plans for this year in all 
of our programs and to have a say in 
the running and financing of the Club.  
Documents for the AGM will be sent 
out shortly via email. 

The positions of Treasurer, 
Secretary and Director are vacant 
and would be a good place to start to 
learn more about the operations of 
the Club. The Executive meets about 
six times from September to April. 

Looking forward to seeing you on 
the trails.   
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SKI-AT-SCHOOL by Jan Sedgewick

Ski At School sends out an SOS. ( Save our Season)
This highly popular LEARN TO SKI program for students in grades 4,5 and possibly 6 still needs more instructors for the 
January through mid March schedule. 

 u  This is a paid position.

    u  We need people who are competent classic style skiers who desire to either lead or assist with one or both of   
 the two hour sessions offered each day when school is open. 

 u The lessons are held at Wildwood Golf Course. 

 u You must commit to completing the online Introduction to Community Coaching Course (ICC) You must be a 
 current member of the Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club. 

 u The schedule is quite flexible but it is encouraged that you teach at least one session per week. We will also 
accommodate holiday schedules. We just ask that you make us aware of when you plan to be away so that we can find a 
replacement or simply not schedule a session if no instructor is available.  

I am already getting emails asking when we will open registration and I don’t know what to say.

Please call Jan Sedgewick at 306-931-3305 or email her at skiatschool@saskatoonnordicski.ca for more information. 

Of note …
Wilderness First-Aid Short Course Oct 2nd & 9th

This is a 2-PART Non-Certification course specifically organized for the Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club tour leaders and 
members.  Priority will be given to those members involved in a leadership role in the club’s touring programs or who are 
committed to being involved in the near future. These registrants will be eligible to apply to the Club for reimbursement 
of the course fee. All other members are welcome to register until course maximum is reached, but will cover the cost on 
their own. 

More Course Details:
Location: Kinsmen Park “Club House”
Dates/Duration: Oct 2nd & 9th 6-9 pm; 3 hrs each eve, 6 hours total
Cost: $60
Instructor: Rebecca Basset with Back40 Wilderness First Aid Training (www.back40training.com) will be organizing and 
instructing the course.
Registration: Pre-course registration & payment is required along with Current club membership. For more course info & 
to register go to: https://www.back40training.com/product/oct-9th-12th-saskatoon-nordic-club-first-aid-sessions/
More Info: Contact Sheryl Riis, Tour Coordinator 306-382-9462 or Cliff Speer, hiking leader 306-653-5693.

As observed in the 
Saskatoon Star Phoenix
Our own Jan Sedgewick

Congratulations
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT By Jeff Thorpe

MEMBERSHIP FOR 2019-2020:
Time to renew your membership in the Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club! The membership database for 2019-2020 is now 
open.
Membership fees for this year are:

•	 Adult $50
•	 Youth $40
•	 Family $100

The easiest way to renew is to use our Zone4 on-line membership system. Go to the Membership page of the club 
website (http://www.saskatoonnordicski.ca/membership) and click on the link to the Zone4 system. You can 
fill in your information and pay with a credit card. Parents can also register their children in youth instruction 
classes through Zone4.
If you prefer, you can also download the membership form from the website, and mail it into the club with a 
cheque.
If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Thorpe (Membership Director) at membership@
saskatoonnordicski.ca.

ADULT INSTRUCTION UPDATE By Bruce Simms, coordinator:  brucesimms@sasktel.net

FACILITIES COMMITTEE  By Ivan English

We anticipate course offerings similar to last season.   
Beginner classic and skate courses each of 3 evenings of 
2-hour sessions.   An example course schedule would be 
Mon, Thurs and Tues, 7-9 pm. Other courses may be offered 
depending on interest and instructor availability.  Although 
very cold weather and snow conditions were challenging 
to the schedule, we had full registration for almost every 
course.   Course locations will be same as last year under 
the lights at Kinsmen Park.   Although not essential for 
beginner courses, always wise to improve your physical 
fitness, including balance and mobility training.

Further details at SNSC website - Adults tab.   The new 
schedule will likely be available on the website late October.  
Getting new skiers off to a good start or improving the 
technique of others is very rewarding for the instructors 

 If you already have some proficiency and are looking 
to take your skiing to a higher level, you might consider 
the Ski Academy through Eb’s Source for Adventure.   They 
have weekly group training.
See you on the snow.      

Good news came this fall with the announcement of 
funding for the Gordie Howe Sports complex through 
the joint partnership between the federal and provincial 
governments totaling 15.3 million. This allows the 
construction to resume for the shared multi-sports building 
which the Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club will share with other 
sports groups, including the Saskatoon Lions Speed Skating 
Club in the winter. A facility will not be ready this winter 
for the club to use, however the Club is investigating the 
potential to groom added trails this winter at the Holiday 
Park Golf course.

Trail development is continuing at the Holiday Park 
Golf Course with the hiring of a Golf Course Architect to 
accurately estimate costs of proposed trail enhancements. 

It is hoped that the facility will be ready by the 2020/2021 
winter season to support the SNSC’s various programs at 
our new facility. 

If there are any members interested in being a part 
of the Facilities committee or assisting with grooming or 
other volunteer opportunities with the new facility please 
contact Ivan English at english_ivan@hotmail.com.
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SUNDAY HIKING TOURS FALL 2019 – Update   By Sheryl Riis, Touring Co-ordinator

MEETING PLACES MAY VARY!

We had great weather, for all five spring hikes! A huge 
thank-you, to the devoted hike leaders!!! Now, it is time 
to combine hiking, Fall Suppers, and even, another wiener 
roast.  Since we are starting our hiking season early, due to 
the early MacDowall Fall Supper, we might not have a Fall 
Supper, for every hike, but almost.  

There have been a number of changes, regarding the 
Fall Supper dates, and getting permission to hike, in some 
areas. We want to make sure that we respect landowners. 
The good news is that there are still lots of public areas, 
where we can hike. We are especially grateful for access to 
parts of the approximately 83,000 hectares of the Nisbet 
Provincial Forest. That includes the 52 km of Eb’s Trails that 
are cleared, and groomed by Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club 
volunteers. 

Please consider helping with trail clearing, grooming, 
hut/washroom maintenance…. Also, please remember 

September 15 – “Miner’s Creek”, or a possible “New Hike”    
– MacDowall Fall Supper
Leader:  Heather Bernhard    306-242-1928
Meet:  9:45 a.m. across from the Lawson Civic Centre, in 
the Lawson Heights Mall parking lot, by the park
– a lovely hike of about 12 km, through forest, and some 
open spaces

September 22 – Redberry Lake Hike/Wiener Roast
Leader:  Sheryl Riis   306-382-9462
Meet:  9:45 a.m. across from the Lawson Civic Centre, in 
the Lawson Heights Mall parking lot, by the park
– meandering around Redberry Lake and area
 – wiener roast (wieners, buns, condiments, 
marshmallows, provided)
*Please feel free to bring “extras,” to supplement our 
meal

September 29 – Eb’s Trails (supper undecided)
Leader:  Sheryl Riis    306-382-9462
Meet:  9:45 a.m. across from the Lawson Civic Centre, in 
the Lawson Heights Mall parking lot, by the park
– exploring about 12 km of our 52 km of ski trails in the 
Nisbet Forest, north of Duck Lake

October 6 – “Dana Hike” with a possible supper at 
Champetre County Wild West Resort 
*(Pre-registration needed for supper. Please watch for 
details.)
Leader:  Cliff Speer    306-653-5693
Meet:  9:45 a.m. at the Saskatoon Field House parking lot, 

that we share the forest with a variety of plant and ani-
mal species, as well as hunters, trappers, various forms of 
recreation, forest harvesting, gravel extraction, cattle graz-
ing…. The Nisbet Provincial Forest enriches many lives, as 
well as playing a role in absorbing carbon dioxide, providing 
oxygen, and purifying water. 

* Leaders for hiking and skiing tours/trips are always 
welcome!

* Check website/Google Calendar, and Yahoo Groups, for 
changes/updates!

* Please bring a lunch, water, sunscreen, hat, sit-upon, 
$10.00 for carpooling, money for supper… wear sturdy 
footwear, and layers.

See you on the trails!!! 

Sheryl 306-382-9462

Hiking Schedule 

corner of College Drive and Preston Avenue
– hiking about 12 km through varied terrain, with gentle 
hills and a “unique” lunch spot

October 13 – Thanksgiving Weekend, No Hike Planned
*Feel free to organize something, though

October 20 – “Buffalo Pasture” Hike/ Rosthern Fall Supper
Leader:  Jeff Thorpe     306-250-9266
Meet:  9:45 a.m. across from the Lawson Civic Centre, in 
the Lawson Heights Mall parking lot, by the park
  – following the South Saskatchewan River for about 12 
km, through wooded and grassland areas, with lunch 
beside the river

October 27 – “Borden Hike”/Langham Fall Supper
Leader:  Bob Katarynych    306373-1438
Meet: 9:45 a.m. across from the Lawson Civic Centre, in 
the Lawson Heights Mall parking lot, by the park
– hiking about 13 km through grassland, over sand dunes 
and through wooded areas, near the North Saskatchewan 
River, with lunch beside the river

November 3 – “Eb’s Trails”/Wakaw Fall Supper
Leader:  Daniel Schott       306-374-1632
Meet:  9:45 a.m. across from the Lawson Civic Centre, in 
the Lawson Height’s Mall parking lot, by the park
-exploring about 12 km of our 52 km of Eb’s Trails, in the 
Nisbet Forest, north of Duck Lake
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BLIND AND VISION IMPAIRED SKIERS  by Conrad Lange, Public Relations

YOUTH PROGRAM  by Kirsten Ketilson and Eric Lamb

EB’S DAY 2019 by Jeff Thorpe

Saturday October 5, 2019, the Saskatoon 
Blind Skiers, their guides, and volunteers will 
have their annual Hike & Wiener Roast at the 
George and Loretta Kuntz acreage.  This will 
begin our 41st cross- country ski season year. We 
welcome any new blind and low vision people, 
as well as anybody interested in becoming a 
guide to join us at the acreage. Cost for food at 
the Wiener roast is $2 per person.  

 
Our Saturday morning weekly fall walks 

along the Meewasin Trail begin the weekend 

after Thanksgiving,  Saturday 19, at 10:00 
a.m., followed by coffee. Cross-country skiing 
at the Wildwood Golf Course also starts on 
Saturday at 10:00 a.m., followed by coffee in 
the clubhouse, provided there’s snow. 

Stay tuned for the date! 

For further information, you can e-mail 
Joanne, joanne.ferguson@sasktel.net, or Jola,
jolat38@sasktel.net 

 Conrad

Bunnyrabbits and Jackrabbits Program update

EB’S TRAILS NEWS  by Randy Chapman

We are once again gearing up to offer our Jackrabbit and Bunnyrabbit programs. The Bunnyrabbit program is designed 
for children age 3-5, introducing them to skiing in a fun group atmosphere. The Jackrabbit program provides fundamental 
ski skill training aimed at 6-9 year olds. Jackrabbits levels 1 and 2 teach classic technique; skate skills are introduced in 
Levels 3 and 4. 

This year we are pleased to be able to offer lessons on Monday evening in addition to our usual Wednesday evening and 
Sunday afternoon times. Monday and Wednesday classes will be at Kinsmen Park, Sunday classes at Wildwood golf course. 
Registration is now open; make sure to sign up soon as spots are going fast! 

We are going to be holding our youth ski swap in conjunction with the Club AGM on October 21st. This is a great 
opportunity to dust off any skis your family has outgrown, and to acquire some new equipment for growing kids. Details 
on the swap will be sent out in advance of the AGM.

Thank you once again to our dedicated group of coaches who have offered to share their love of skiing. If you are 
interested in joining our coaching team please contact us at youth@saskatoonnordicski.ca 

The trails were scouted and deadfall removed during August.
We did one day of mowing on September 4. There was quite a lot of new deadfall to clear ahead of the mower, so we 

covered less trail than we expected. Three or four days of mowing remain.

There will be sections of hand scything to do on the west side of Jorgen’s and on Corral near the Beaverlodge slough. 
The slough on Willow View has logs showing that must be removed.

We will continue working through September and October, with woodcutting and installing the winter tracks on our 
UTV completing the fall tasks.

Bob Katarynych has rebuilt the roof on the biffy at the south shelter. Heather is painting and redecorating at both 
shelters and biffys.
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George Gibbs James passed away peacefully with his family at his side on September 
4, 2019 at St. Paul’s Hospital, at the age of 84. He is survived by his daughter Phoebe 
Cline, her husband Randy, and their children Nolan (Katia), Alyssa (Shane), Kara (Josh) 
and daughter Scarlett, and Braden; and his daughter Megan Daverne, her husband Doug, 
and their children Lauren, Andrew, Stephen and Michael. George was predeceased by 
his wife, Phyllis, and parents, John and Annabelle James. Born on December 14, 1934, in 
Renfrew, Scotland, he lived in Scotland until he and his parents immigrated to Winnipeg 
in 1947. During his teen years, George developed a keen interest in flying, participating 
in Air Cadets for 4 years and qualifying for his Private Pilot’s License at the age of 17. 

After a brief stint with the Air Force, George received his Commercial Pilot’s License and was employed with Trans Canada 
Airlines as a pilot from 1956 through 1959. He then moved on to a new career, working with his parents in their British 
car dealership, James Service Ltd. located in Saskatoon. It was through the car business that he met the love of his life, 
Phyllis Hudson, whom he married in 1963. They had two children, Phoebe and Megan. George and Phyllis were happily 
married for 51 years before Phyllis passed away in 2014. George was an active member of the Saskatoon Sports Car Club, 
participating in many different events such as rallies, hill climbs, track racing and ice racing. He convocated from the 
University of Saskatchewan with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in 1973 and a Master of Arts in Political Science in 1975, 
launching him into a new career. The family moved to Kingston, Ontario for two years while George completed the course 
work for his Ph.D. at Queens University. Upon returning to Saskatoon, he worked at the U. of S. as a sessional lecturer and 
for the Extension Department as a credit and non-credit course administrator. It was during this time that he developed an 
enduring interest in continuing education for seniors, and became very active in this field. He served on many boards and 
committees, including the Saskatoon Council on Aging, until his passing. George enjoyed spending time outdoors, whether 
swimming, sailing, hiking in the Rockies, or cross-country skiing. He was a very active member of the Saskatoon Nordic 
Ski Club for many years, spending countless winter weekends going on ski treks or working on cross-country ski trails in 
the Nisbet Forest. George loved to read and discuss current affairs, politics, history, and just about anything else! George 
treasured his family, and loved spending time with them at the family cottage at Emma Lake. The Memorial Service will 
be held at Saskatoon Funeral Home, Saturday, September 21, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.                          Condolences may be left at 
www.saskatoonfuneralhome.com. Arrangements are entrusted to the SASKATOON FUNERAL HOME, (306) 244-5577.

Remembering faithful, long-time Members

Neil Sedgewick passed away suddenly on Wednesday evening, May 15, 2019 at the age 
of 66. He is survived by his wife Janet Sedgewick (nee Watt); son Nathan (Hannah Pierson) 
and granddaughter Emmory; daughter Claire (Justin Short) and grandson Keagan; brothers 
Bill, Tim, Gord (Anne Duriez); mother-in-law Dorcas Oleskiw, sisters-in-law Megan Watt and 
Jennifer Reyno; and loving nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his parents George 
and Bryar Sedgewick. 

Neil was blessed with many gifts. In his early years he was a competitive gymnast and 
accomplished pianist. He was a teacher in the Saskatoon Public School system for 30 
years and later became a journeyman electrician. He served as a music director and Sub-
Deacon in his church, taught cross-country skiing with the Saskatoon Nordic Ski Club and 
performed with Fireside singers for 20 years. 

Prayers were held at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, May 20, 2019 at Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church (2202 Lorne Ave.) 
in Saskatoon. A Funeral Service was held at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at Circle Drive Alliance Church (3035 
Preston Ave. S.) in Saskatoon. 

Donations may be made to the Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, in Neil’s name, to support the establishment of 
their community garden (2202 Lorne Ave., Saskatoon, SK, S7J 0R9). Arrangements in care of John Schachtel – Mourning 
Glory Funeral Services (306) 978-5200. 

George JAMES

SEDGEWICK, Donald Neilson”Neil”
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Serious Deadfall at Eb’s Trails

Courtesy of Kate  Germin

One Man

against Nature
Randy 

Chapman


